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    Thoughts for September 
Travelling 

Many of us will have been off on our travels over the spring and summer. I 
hope that you all enjoyed the journeys you have been on. Linda and I have 
been blessed to have travelled across the world to meet up with our family in 
Hawaii. For most of the 7400-odd miles, of course, we were carried and guided 
by experts. The most difficult part of our travels was negotiating the half-miles 
through each of the airports we traversed! One has to contend with all the 
other people trying to navigate through the airports, often stressed and tired 
because of their own journeys and wanting to get there as fast as possible even 
if it inconveniences their fellow travellers. Then there is the signage which is 
often confusing for those not having been there before. The designers of the 
airports are, of course, very familiar with the layout – perhaps they should 
employ the services of people who are not, so that the average person on the 
street can find their way about! There are welcome stops within airports, 
mainly for sustenance and rest: the coffee shops, the bars and the lounges. In 
addition, there are things to tempt you on your way through: the duty-free, (no 
longer so cheap!) and the very expensive shops, which you probably wouldn’t 
even entertain entering on the High Street. One occasionally thinks “I’m on 
holiday! why shouldn’t I treat myself to a new watch or an expensive 
shirt?” (which is probably what these shops rely on!) 

We didn’t go on any long treks or walks whilst away this summer, but we have 
in the past. We try to follow either instructions or a map, but often critical 
pointers to the way are not there when you want them. You keep an eye open 
for the next way-post or an arrow that someone has scrawled on a wall or 
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 fence. On occasions, we have taken the easy option and employed the services 
of a guide. That really makes life easier. They, of course, have been there many 
times before, they are familiar with the territory and the journey. They know 
the pitfalls and the possible wrong turns of direction. 

I was prompted to think about the subject of travelling by today’s URC daily 
devotion. It was written by Ruth Thomsett, an Elder from Newport Pagnell URC. 
She wrote it whilst walking the way of the Camino Frances, the 500 mile pilgrim 
route from the Pyrenees to Santiago de Compostela.  I was impressed that she 
could write the reflection on Romans whilst on that journey, and it reminded 
me of our many walks and travels. In addition, it made me ponder on our 
travels through life – a journey all of us have to take. 

The journey through life is very much like trying to get across an airport – read 
my first paragraph again and note the similarities. We are in life’s journey for 
the long-haul. As Christians we are fortunate that we don’t even have to 
contemplate hiring a guide – we all have one just at hand – our friend Jesus. 
That’s what ‘Walking the Way’ is all about. It’s about following in the steps of 
Jesus, mimicking his way of travelling and relying on him to guide us in the right 
direction, allowing him to correct us when we take a wrong turn and helping us 
to avoid the temptations on the way. Jesus said “I am the way the truth and the 
life.  No one comes to the father except by me” I have always had some 
misgivings about that last phrase, but perhaps in the context of travelling 
through life it makes good sense to follow and be guided by the loving presence 
of Jesus. 

In our future travels through life let’s all place our feet in the imprints left by 
Jesus – he is our expert guide – he wants to show us the way and his services 
are free to all! 

Peter 
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 Family News 
Phil has had a bad fall at home but is now recovering well having been 
thoroughly checked over by his doctor.  We wish him a speedy recovery. 

Diane has spent some time in hospital receiving a blood transfusion and a 
course of chemotherapy to combat excessive white blood cells.  She is now at 
home and we wish her a full recovery. 

Sheila has received very sad news from Jonathan (son of the late Sheila and 
Ogilvy Tait) that his sister, Stephanie is now in a Hospice in Leicester.  After 
initial treatment for cancer last year, a secondary has been discovered over the 
past few months.  Please keep Stephanie and her daughter, Sophie, in your 
prayers at this very difficult time. 

Belated birthday good wishes to Geoff - 80 on 29th July and to Sid - 96 on 31st 
July. 

Please continue to keep Graham and Rita in your prayers. 

Ileen Fisher 

Thank you! 
Linda and Peter would like to thank everybody who offered congratulations and 
wished us well on the occasion of our Golden Wedding Anniversary. We were 
particularly pleased to see so many of you at our celebration party - it meant a 
lot to us  to have so many of our friends and family there - thanks! 

Linda & Peter 

 

A Ditty to Spur us On 
I was looking through my mum's autograph book and found this short 
ditty. Rob and I liked it and wanted to share it in ’Link’. 

Good, Better, Best.  

Let me never rest, 

'til my Good is Better,  

and my Better, Best. 

             Jill Fradley 
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 Geoff at 80 

 

 

It may be only a number, but I do feel richly blessed to have reached this 
milestone.  Thank you all for your cards and best wishes for my birthday. 

I have had a wonderful couple of months celebrating with friends and 
neighbours.  Following Linda & Peter’s party, we had lunch with some special 
friends at a hotel staying overnight and the next day, my actual birthday; saw 
us on the Severn Valley Railway – one of my passions.  The following weekend 
we had a garden party for our neighbours in Mill Close which was a great 
success, and since then we have had various meals out, not good for the figure I 
am told, but enjoyable.  Coming up in September we are going on the 
Llangollen Steam railway and a break with our daughter in North Wales. 

Yes, God is good. 

Geoff 
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  The Vestry 
We all know what a difference a coat of 
paint makes but in the case of the Vestry 
- it's a total transformation.   The 
Finance & Fabric Committee chose the 
colour scheme well, we think, and we 
hope you'll agree. With new carpet and 
some smart blinds it's a welcoming room 
for visiting ministers and is now 
comfortable enough to hold 
meetings.    There is ample cupboard 
space for important church documents, 
records and files and these will be 
moved from the Tower Room.   We are 
grateful to have received a very 
generous donation from Ann Walters in 
memory of her parents, Frank & Dorothy 
Wiltshire, which has enabled the 
committee to undertake this work.   We 
also had a donation from AA towards 
the blinds and they have kindly offered 
to fit them. 

 Thank you!             Sarah 

Editors: We feel a vote of thanks should go to the F&F committee and in particular to 
Ann and Sarah for all their careful planning and implementation. 

 

Turning over an old leaf 
A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered 
through the old pages. Suddenly something fell out of the Bible. He picked up 
the object and looked at it. What he saw was an old leaf that had been pressed 
in between the pages.  
‘Mum, look what I found!’ the boy called out with astonishment in his voice. He 
turned the leaf over and over. ‘I think it’s Adam’s underwear.’  
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 What’s on at the Bear Pit 
Keep Me Posted! : 6th September at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

With song writing inspired by the likes of Bob Dylan and harmonies worthy of the 
Eagles, comes home-grown Americana from Keep Me Posted.  Celine Dommart (vocals/
bass), Cris Tolley (vocals/guitar) and Rob Payne (drums) emerged from the ashes of 
Bear Pit favourites ‘Montparnasse’, to indulge their love of classic country, blues and 
rock with a new project.  Joined by singer/guitarist Kate McLaren, the group are now 
performing mostly original songs featuring three part vocal harmonies and catchy 
choruses.  Expect to be treated to a fresh look at some great classic songs by artists 
such as Joni Mitchell and Dolly Parton as well!  www.keepmepostedband.co.uk 

Tickets: £12.50 (concessions £11) 

Hancock &Co : September 7th at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by Primrose productions. Following James Hurn’s sell out tour of 2018, he is 
back with his popular one-man, many voices, celebration of radio comedy classic 
Hancock’s Half Hour. James – a multitalented actor and impressionist – will be 
performing Hancock and Co, a new programme which includes one lost episode of 
Hancock’s Half Hour, and two episodes he has written himself in the same style as Ray 
Galton and Alan Simpson, with James voicing the entire cast. James is a master at 
recreating the accents and personas of such iconic 20th century British favourites as 
Tony Hancock, Sidney James, Hattie Jacques, Bill Kerrand Kenneth Williams. The show is 
performed in the style of a radio performance in front of a live audience, bringing to life 
the classic days of radio comedy. 

Tickets £15 (concessions £13) 
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 Meet on the Ledge : September 13th & 14th at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet On The Ledge return to The Bear Pit Theatre with their unique brand of epic 
electric folk music. Some of the band’s original songs – notably the lifeboat saga ‘The 
Mary Stanford of Rye’ – have achieved international ‘folk Standard’ status, and the 
band is now widely regarded as one of the kick-starters of the British folk revival. 
Founded in 1992, original members Ron Holmes (vocals and guitar) and Allen Maslen 
(guitar, bouzouki, ukulele and accordion) are joined by percussion legend Bo Davies and 
keyboard player Steve Bird, whose career CV includes no less than three UK chart 
topping acts: sixties hearthrob Eden Kane, Don Fardon (‘Indian Reservation’) and John 
Leyton, whose 1961 number one ‘Johnny Remember Me’ was banned by the BBC for 
being too gloomy! 

Tickets: £13 (no concessions) 

Believe : 25th to 28th September at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

A Phoenix Players Production. Marcus and Callum were childhood friends, now 
reunited. Marcus is an atheist destined for Hell, Callum an angel on a mission to save 
him…what could possibly go wrong? Believe is a two act play written and directed by 
Baz Stilinski, author of the award winning play “Hey Li’l Man”. A poignant tale of love 
and belief, following the trials and tribulations of an angel with an impossible task. 

Please note that some scenes may be upsetting. 

Tickets: £13 (concessions £11) 

Tickets for all productions in the Bear Pit Theatre can be obtained: 
By telephone: 01789 403416 
In person at the RSC from 10am Mon to Sun 
Online at the Bear Pit website: www.thebearpit.org.uk 
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 A Pilgrim’s Blessing 
The following prayer was used in the URC daily devotion on 26th August. It is an 
abridged version of Camino de Santiago’s Pilgrim’s Blessing. Although it is 
intended for pilgrims on the Camino Frances, as I discussed in my thoughts for 
September, it is also very relevant to our journey through life: 

 

O God, we ask that you watch over us, 

your servants, as we walk in the love of your name.... 

Be for us our compassion on the walk, 

our guide at the crossroads, 

our breath in our weariness, 

our protection in danger, 

our shade in the heat, 

our light in the darkness 

our consolation in our discouragements, 

and our strength in our intentions. 

So that we may arrive safe and sound 

Amen 
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 Travelling Back in Time 
Here’s a trip down memory lane for many people. Do you recognise the 
picture? Obviously this is a view through rose tinted spectacles and not 
everything then was quite so rosy! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back in the days of tanners and bobs,  
When Mothers had patience and Fathers had jobs.  
When football team families wore hand me down shoes,  
And T.V gave only two channels to choose. 
 
Back in the days of three penny bits,  
when schools employed nurses to search for your nits.  
When snowballs were harmless; ice slides were permitted  
and all of your jumpers were warm and hand knitted.  
 
Back in the days of hot ginger beers,  
when children remained so for more than six years.  
When children respected what older folks said,  
and pot was a thing you kept under your bed. 
  
Back in the days of Listen with Mother,  
when neighbours were friendly and talked to each other.  
When cars were so rare you could play in the street.  
When Doctors made house calls and Police walked the beat. 
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 Back in the days of Milligan's Goons,  
when butter was butter and songs all had tunes.  
It was dumplings for dinner and trifle for tea,  
and your annual break was a day by the sea.  
 
Back in the days of Dixon's Dock Green,  
Crackerjack pens and Lyons ice cream.  
When children could freely wear National Health glasses,  
and teachers all stood at the FRONT of their classes. 
 
Back in the days of rocking and reeling,  
when mobiles were things that you hung from the ceiling.  
When woodwork and pottery got taught in schools,  
and everyone dreamed of a win on the pools.  
 
Back in the days when I was a lad,  
I can't help but smile for the fun that I had.  
Hopscotch and roller skates; snowballs to lob.  
Back in the days of tanners and bobs. 

 

Written by Pat Fairless and reproduced from her Facebook page. 
 

Commitment for Life 
At Harvest Festival we remember those people in 
the World that are less fortunate than ourselves. To 
give practical expression to this, the URC donates 
money via Christian Aid to various countries as 
outlined in the booklets put out in the Church 
(please take a copy to read at your leisure). 
Envelopes will be available for the 3 Sundays straddling 29th September for 
your contributions, which should be put in the Offertory. 

Ashley Pettifer 

Smile please 
If anyone needs an ark, I happen to Noah guy. 
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 And with Harvest in Mind 

Here is an up-to-date list of the most needed items for the FoodBank:  
 Pasta Sauce   
 Shampoo 
 UHT Milk 
 Small sized washing powder / Liquid 
 Tinned Tomatoes 
 Meat Soup  
 Custard 
 Washing-up Liquid 
 Dog Food 
 Small jars Coffee  
 Deodorant 
 Tinned Ham / Spam  
 Shaving Foam 
 Disposable razors 

 

Google Translation 
Google Translate turns "Kyrie elieson" not into "Lord have mercy" but into "Sir, 

take it easy." 

Is this the ultimate in liberal theology? 

Mairi Macdonald 

Science for Christians 
Q: Why are atoms Catholic? 
A: Becaue they have mass 
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Diary 
Services in September at 9.30am: 

1 Sept  Holy Communion   Peter Horrocks 
8 Sept  Morning Worship         Margaret Marshall 
15 Sept Morning Service   Peter Horrocks 
22 Sept Morning Service   George Jones 
29 Sept Morning Service   Peter Horrocks 
  Harvest Festival 

Services in October at 9.30am: 

6 Oct  Holy Communion   Peter Horrocks 
13 Oct Morning Worship   Revd Audrey Simpson 
20 Oct Morning Worship   Peter Horrocks 
  Church Meeting at 11am 
27 Oct Morning Worship   Simon Burne 

Flower Rota 

Sept: 1st  Phil Sweet   
 8th  Sue Cragoe-Jones 
 15th  Linda Horrocks   
 22nd  Mairi Macdonald 
 29th  Harvest Festival 
Oct 6th  Margaret Reynolds 
 13th  Ann Jones 
 20th  Di Chapman 
 27th  Ivy Dyall  
 

Regular Events 

Wednesday 18th September : 1.00pm  -  TAMOW 

The next edition of Link will be published on: 29th September 

The deadline for submission to the next edition is Monday 23rd 
September 

Editors Details: 

Telephone: 01789 750971.  Email: peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 
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 Useful Information 

Membership Secretary    Sheila Bligh 

Pulpit Supply      Sheila Bligh 

Rotas       Linda Horrocks 

Freewill Offering     Tom Purves 

Link        Linda & Peter Horrocks 

 

Representatives 

Stratford Churches Together   Ashley Pettifer    

West Midlands Synod    Peter Horrocks 

        Kirsty Knott 

Women's World Day of Prayer   Ann Jones 

        Ann Walters 

 

Organisers 

Lettings Secretary     Ann Jones 

Special Events      Kirsty Knott 

Bible Readings      Bobby Taylor 

Christian Aid      Ashley Pettifer 

Flowers       Margaret Reynolds 

TAMOW       Bobby Taylor 

Bookworms      Ann Jones 
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