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    Thoughts for  November 
Living in the Moment 

This month’s Link has been, of necessity, 
fashioned on the hoof! We got back 
from holiday today at 4pm and Link was 
due out tomorrow. My thoughts are 
therefore shorter and perhaps more 
succinct this month! 

Linda and I have just had a short break in the region of Italy known as Puglia (or 
Apulia). We found the Italians quite a baffling contrast of moods and styles. On 
the one hand their eating / drinking / dining is so laid back – they take their 
time about it and it doesn’t seem to matter what the interval between the 
courses is. The waiters take their time to explain the dishes, there is no 
impatience, you can take your time to decide on your choice of food. their 
children are involved late into the evening and they take a big chunk of time off 
in the middle of the day for lunch – in fact, everything stops for lunch.  

On the other hand, their driving is the extreme opposite. They are in a rush ALL 
the time, they HAVE to overtake you, they never seem to stick to the speed 
limit, they drive nose to tail on motorways at frightening speeds even in the 
fog, woe-betide you if you take more than a nanosecond to start off when the 
lights turn green. They even overtake the waiting line of traffic at red lights so 
that they can race ahead as soon at the green light appears.  And the parking is 
something else! – no discipline whatsoever! Cars stick out at all angles into the 
lines of traffic making it difficult, sometimes, to drive down a narrow street. 
And they had the nerve to give US a parking ticket for being in the wrong place! 

We could not understand the difference in the attitudes to food and driving. 
Perhaps they are just so anxious to get to the next meal / drink! 

We decided that this would be a laid-back holiday along the lines of the 
attitude to food. We just wanted the atmosphere to wash over us – to live in 
the present moment and enjoy what was happening to us and what was in 
front of us at the time. 

As a generality, life in the modern world is a hectic rush from one event to the 
next and we hardly have time to savour the moment. Advent will be upon us on 
the first of December and then there is the headlong rush to Christmas! In 
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 terms of our religion we are often looking forward and planning for the next big 
feast / moment. We are in danger of not enjoying the everyday Sunday service 
and trying to get the most out of it on that day. 

There is no suggestion that Jesus in his everyday life was rushing from place to 
place. He didn’t use a megaphone or try to coerce people. In fact, we read in 
Matthew’s Gospel: 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own”. 

Let’s all try to “Be still for the presence of the Lord” Let’s slow down, savour the 
present and take time for God to speak to us, take time to listen to him and 
take time for him to let us know what he wants from each one of us. 

Peter 

Family News 
Diane is feeling much better following treatment and we wish her continuing 
progress. 

Alex T. and family have recently moved to Austrey and we wish them every 
happiness in their new home. 

Sadly, Sarah Gretton passed away in Warwick Hospital on Friday 18th October 
following a short illness.  She was a member at Holy Trinity and one of our 
Contact the Elderly drivers. She also was a previous Convenor of Stratford 
Churches Together, and a loyal and faithful Prayer Pastor. We offer our 
condolences to her family and friends at this time. 

Wilson's grand daughter, Isobel, has recently started her course at Nottingham 
University and is already managing to continue her rowing interest.   

Please hold Graham and Nick S. in your prayers as they continue treatment. 

Congratulations and love to Bill who celebrates his 98th birthday on 19th 
November, and Patrick who celebrates his 94th birthday on 22nd November.   

Ileen Fisher 
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 Gervase Phinn 

Gervase Phinn was a School Inspector for 10 years in North Yorkshire and wrote 
quite a few books about his amusing experiences. 

Recently I read a book of his called 'Twinkle Twinkle Little Stars' in which I 
found a nice little poem. 

Having  been a teacher of young children for nearly 30 years, the last line 
certainly rang a few bells. 

BIBLE CLASS 

Reverend Bright, our vicar, 
Came to our class today. 

He started with a little talk, 
Then we closed our eyes to pray. 

He talked about the Bible. 
And the prophet Abraham, 

How God created everything 
And how the world began. 

Then he asked us all some questions 
About the prophets and the kings. 

David and Goliath, 
And lots of other things. 
'In a very famous garden 
Grew an apple on a tree. 

And who ate the forbidden fruit?' 
And a voice said 

''WASN'T ME!'' 

Jill Fradley 
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 Around Scotland by Train 

Inspired by a Julie Walters television programme about Coastal Railways, David 
and I decided to embark on a railway holiday in Scotland.  In the programme 
Julie said that Scotland has three of the most beautiful railway journeys in the 
world, not all coastal, but all through amazing scenery. 

When we first started to look at the planning the holiday we thought about 
travelling on the Caledonian Sleeper service from Fort William to Kings Cross. 
Having read that the sleeping compartments were undergoing a major 
refurbishment we were enthusiastic about giving this a try.  However, there 
were considerable delays in bringing the new carriages into service and many 
teething troubles.  This, coupled with a fare of £450, put us off somewhat! In 
the end we decided we did not need to sleep on a train to get the most out of 
our holiday. 

We set off for Scotland, walking out of our front door over to Stratford Station 
to catch the 10 o’clock train into Birmingham. After a short walk to New Street 
station we caught the train to Edinburgh, arriving in that lovely city at 3.30pm.  
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  We have family in Edinburgh so we stayed with them until the following 
Monday morning. 

From Edinburgh Waverley we travelled to Glasgow, where we changed trains 
up to Fort William. That journey took us alongside Loch Lomond which was 
really beautiful. I had no idea the Loch is so big: we seemed to be travelling 
alongside it for a very long time. 

Once we had passed Loch Lomond, we continued northwards through more 
lovely scenery, heather clad moorland, mountains, rivers and smaller lochs.  We 
arrived in Fort William (which I have to say was a bit of a disappointment!) Our 
accommodation there was not great, very basic for what we had paid and the 
town itself did not feel terribly welcoming.  However, the views of Ben Nevis 
were amazing and we were blessed with a beautiful sunrise the following 
morning. 

From Fort William we took the Jacobite steam train, made famous by the Harry 
Potter films, up to Mallaig. Crossing the Glen Finnan viaduct was certainly a 
highlight and, once again, we passed some beautiful scenery. 

Arriving in Mallaig we found a wonderful bakery for lunch, sampling some of 
the best sausage rolls and scones we have ever eaten (Slimming World was 
abandoned on this holiday!) 

As our next destination was on Skye we had realised that relying on public 
transport on the island was likely to be challenging and we had booked a hire 
car. After collecting the car we joined the queue for the ferry, only to be told 
that it was fully booked! This caused considerable consternation as we had 
accommodation booked on Skye and, so it would appear, no way of getting 
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 there! We were advised that we could join the reserve queue, which we duly 
did. Sitting in the car, waiting to see whether we would be lucky we 
contemplated our alternatives which were: 

 Drive to Skye via the bridge, a journey of some 5 hours 
 Find somewhere to stay in Mallaig - the cheapest we could find being 

£181 
 Sleep in the car 

Unsurprisingly, none of these options appealed. However, we were number 4 
in the queue and they let 5 additional 

cars on! Panic over and we drove to our delightful B & B near Staffin, quite 

literally ‘in the middle of nowhere’!  

Unfortunately, the day on Skye was the only day when we had poor (proper 
Scottish?) weather, with low cloud and persistent drizzle. It didn’t put us off the 
island though, we could see enough to know that it is a very special place to 
which we would return. We visited Flora MacDonald’s monument (I am not 
sure Ileen would have forgiven me if we hadn’t!) and a fascinating museum 
about the lives of the crofters.  Sadly, we didnt have time to go to Dunvegan 
Castle, but another good reason to return. 

Our return to the mainland was via the Skye Bridge to Kyle of Lochalsh, once 
again the bridge was shrouded in mist but we could see enough to appreciate 
it.  From Kyle the weather improved considerably as we travelled the very 
scenic route to Inverness, passing though Dingwall where Ileen lived as a child. 

We were only in Inverness long enough to buy a sandwich and change trains for 
Glasgow. The weather by this time was gorgeous - blue sky and sunshine and 
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 this continued for our journey south through the 
Cairngorms. This was a bonus journey for us, as we had 
not looked at the route previously, so were were 
delighted when we saw the stations Aviemore, 
Kingussie and Newtonmore on the departure board. 
We had many happy holidays in the Cairngorms when 
we were first married, so that was a treat. 

We spent one night in Glasgow, visiting an exhibition of 
photographs by Linda McCartney at the Kelvingrove 
Gallery which was very interesting. 

We came back home via Newcastle where David had a race, travelling some 
1200 miles by train. 

We enjoyed it so much we are planning a train trip around Europe next year… 

Ann Jones 

What’s on at the Bear Pit 

A Snake in the Grass: 1
st

 to 9
th

 November at 7.30pm 

Matinee on 2
nd

 November at 2.30pm 

A Bear Pit Theatre Company Production. Alan Ayckbourn’s ‘Snake in the Grass’ 
is a creepily, scarily, eerily enjoyable evening full of suspense drama about 
murder, blackmail and haunting. 

Miriam has cared for her father in the family home during his vituperative last 
years with the help of a creepily polite nurse, Alice. On Father’s death, Miriam’s 
older sister, handsome, divorced Annabel, comes home after over thirty years 
in Tasmania to find Daddy has left the bulk of his fortune to her. Alice 
complains to Annabel that Miriam has sacked her and is intent upon blackmail, 
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 having evidence, she says, that Miriam did away with the old man. Miriam and 
Annabel join forces against Alice and the blackmailer’s body is soon hurtling 
down the well, but all does not end there. 

Tickets: £14 (under 18’s half price) 

Tickets for all productions in the Bear Pit Theatre can be obtained: 
By telephone: 01789 403416 
In person at the RSC from 10am Mon to Sun 
Online at the Bear Pit website: www.thebearpit.org.uk 

 

A Devastating Fire 

As you know we will be supporting the Christmas Shoeboxes appeal for Romania 
again this year. This week we received a sad news update from Ann and Malcolm 
McCulloch, about an event in one of the villages supported last year: 

On the 15th October this year Tjis and Jessica, at PeLunca charity, were called 
very early in the morning, from the Roma people in the village of Geoagiu, 
Romania. A fire had broken out and six homes were totally destroyed. One man 
lost his life and six families are homeless and have lost everything they own, 
their beds, clothes, their food, everything. Please pray for all these people  

The town council has provided temporary accommodation in a hall – but the 
families urgently need food, clothes, blankets etc. In due course the town 
council will rebuild the walls and roof of their houses – but without doors, 
windows and any internal fittings or furniture.  

Photos above showing the families receiving support at the Pelunca centre. 
News from Tjis and Jessica:  
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 “Today (16.10.19) was a long and turbulent day. Many tears, but at the same 
time a lot of love was given. Early in the morning we immediately received a 
response from our church here in Romania asking how they could help. Our 
pastor arrived with a lot of bread, butter and spreads. Together we prepared a 
lot of sandwiches. We walked into the village and invited the families to the 
centre for a sandwich and a cup of hot tea. They were so grateful”  

Our partners Tijs and Jessica are working closely with these families and we are 
now sending them some emergency funds to help with immediate needs. If you 
are able to assist financially with this need, please send your money to AMEN 
by clicking on this link https://wonderful.org/appeal/
assistanceforfamilieswholosttheirhomesthroughafireromania-2c43f552 There 
will be on-going needs for their housing as well as their immediate needs and 
AMEN will be continuing to support Tijs & Jessica in caring for these families.  

The Race is On 
We have been informed by Roger Matthews of the Quakers that Stratford 
Methodist Church is hosting a showing of the climate change film “The Race Is 
On”, with the opportunity to discuss the film with its director Paul Maple, on 
Friday 15 November. The following is a Press Release about the film by Paul 
Maple of Global Documentary Films +44 (0) 7989729676: 

Secrets and Solutions of the Climate Crisis New film: The 

Race is On - climateracefilm.org 

Southampton, UK, September 2019.  

The risks of impending climate breakdown are inspiring millions of people 
across the world to demand action. The UK has set a goal to become carbon 
neutral by 2050. While ambitious and challenging, it is not enough. The Race is 
On exposes the economic forces that are driving us towards disaster, and the 
central role of untested technologies that governments are relying on to avert 
disaster. 

Producers Paul Maple and Dr. James Dyke have brought together world-leading 
experts and change makers from across the UK to clearly explain this epic story 
and inspire hope. 

The Race is On does not shy away from risks we and future generations 
urgently face, but also shows solutions we already have to avoid disaster. The 
Race is On offers understanding, ideas and inspiration for action. 

https://theecologist.org/2019/apr/29/race-new-film
https://theecologist.org/2019/apr/29/race-new-film
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 Just Small Change 
Some of you may know that the Elders have decided to 
change this year’s charity, due to the fact that our previous 
chosen charity did not respond to our requests for more 
information and for a possible talk. The new one is called: 
“Just Small Change” . It is a small local charity based in 
Stratford. Its trustees are Jane and Peter Donaghue and 
Andrew Maher. It is very similar in nature to one of our previous charities, The 
Butterfly Tree Charity. It works in Kenya and Tanzania. All donations go to the 
countries involved. It aims to grow livelihoods, by overcoming poverty, one 
small business at a time. Their mission is to enable the very poor in developing 
countries to build a pathway out of poverty through small business 
development. They work with partner organisations to facilitate local 
microfinance schemes which respond directly to the needs of vulnerable rural 
and urban communities. 

Peter Donaghue will be coming to Church on November 17th after the service 
to give a short talk about the charity’s activities. 

Bach Christmas Oratorio 
Stratford-upon-Avon Choral Society presents its Winter Concert with Bach’s 
great Christmas Oratorio Cantatas 1, 3 & 6 on Saturday 16th November 2019 at 
7.30pm in Holy Trinity Church, Old Town, Stratford.   

The Christmas Oratorio (Weihnachts Oratorium, BVW 248) is really 6 separate 
cantatas for performance on the 6 days from Christmas to Epiphany and not all 
cantatas are normally performed at the same time.  The first cantata represents 
the birth of Jesus, the third is the adoration of the Shepherds and the sixth the 
adoration of the Magi.   It was composed in 1734 in Leipzig where Bach was the 
Kantor of St Thomas’s Church, composing, teaching, and playing the organ 
there until his death in 1750. Its first British performance was in London in 
1861. The Baroque orchestration, with trumpets and drums, is vibrant and 
celebratory and, with its customary mix of recitative, arias, chorales and 
strenuous choruses, it is arguably one of the most uplifting works in the choral 
cannon. It will be sung in German. 

Music Director, Stephen Dodsworth, will conduct the Choir, The Regency 
Sinfonia and professional soloists – Brittany King soprano, Annie George alto, 
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 Nathan Vale tenor, Alistair Donoghue bass.  

The Choral Society was first formed in 1836 and shares with the Huddersfield 
Choral Society the accolade of being the oldest choral society in the country.   

Tickets for Stratford-upon-Avon Choral Society’s concert on 16th November  - 
£15 (adults) or £8 (students) from RSC Box Office in person or by phone 01789 
331111 (10am-6pm Mon-Sat), on Website www.stratfordchoral.org.uk or on 
the door on the night if seats available.  Up to two children under 16 are 
admitted free of charge if accompanied by a paying adult.  Pre-ordered tickets 
can be collected on the door on the night of the concert.  

Further Details : Sheila Bligh (01789 297144)  

How Armistice Day Began 
It was 100 years ago , on the 11th November 
1919 that the first Armistice day was marked 
in the UK. King George V had issues a 
proclamation, calling for a two minute silence 
at 11 am to remember the members of the 
armed forces who lost their lives in the line of 
duty. 

The two minute silence was in fact adopted 
from a South African idea that had spread 
from Cape Town through the Commonwealth 
in 1919. The first minute was dedicated to those who died in the war, and the 
second to those left behind - families affected by bereavement and other 
effects of the conflict. 

The Cenotaph was erected temporarily in Whitehall for a peace parade for 
Armistice Day in 1920. After a tremendous nationwide response, it became a 
permanent structure, and in the following years many war memorials were 
created in other towns and cities. 

In 1939 the two minute silence of Armistice day was moved to the nearest 
Sunday to the 11th November, so that it would not conflict with wartime 
production. This tradition was continued after World War II as Remembrance 
Sunday, marked by special services throughout the country and beyond. 

Tim Lenton - from Bush Hill Park URC 

 

http://www.stratfordchoral.org.uk
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 Street Pastors go out onto the streets of 
Stratford upon Avon every Friday night, 
starting about 8.30pm until midnight or beyond, 
depending on the situations pertaining at the 
time. Each team (of 3) is supported back at 
“base” (The Welcombe Hall) or at home, by 
one or two Prayer Pastors, who pray for any 
problems that the Street Pastors may 
encounter, as reported by the Team by text 
message. 

This is a report from Doug, one of the current 
Street Pastors…. 

What we do…. 

We do our rounds about the town on a Friday night – whatever the weather, whatever the 
temperature! We hand out basic requirements to those in need – advice, water, warm 
clothes, flip flops (when you have a broken high heel!!), even lollipops (the sugar helps 
when you’ve had too much to drink!). Most importantly, we lend a listening ear and a 
friendly word to those who are lonely or in distress. 

People respect us: they like to see some sort of authoritive presence where their children 
may be. We are, however, non-judgemental: we help where there is a need and do not 
make choices about who should or not should have a helping hand. 

It is fun to be a Street Pastor, but it can be really serious: there is definitely a need for our 
presence in Stratford. Our service is greatly valued by the other agencies monitoring the 
activities in the Town. It is a place of relative safety, but that is partly because of the time 
that Street Pastors devote to their patrols. 

But we love to help people: 

CARING  LISTENING  HELPING  PRAYING  UPLIFTING 

You can find out more about the activities of the Street Pastors on their Facebook page. 

Contributions to help the ongoing work of Street Pastors would be greatly appreciated: 
Either by: 
BACS transfers to Stratford upon Avon Street Pastors; CAF Bank, 40-52-40 a/c 00021396 
or  
By giving a cheque to any member of the Management Team e.g. Peter & Linda Horrocks 
at the URC. 

 
As well as donations, more Street 

Pastors and Prayer Pastors are 

always welcome. Could you fulfil one 

of these roles? 

Please speak to Linda or Peter. 
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Diary             

Regular Events 

20th November: 1.00pm  -  TAMOW 

The next edition of Link will be published on 24th November: 

The deadline for submission to the next edition is Monday 18th. Again, we have 
NO material in reserve, please submit whatever you can: articles, pictures,  
poems, prayers, jokes 
 
Editors Details: 
Telephone: 01789 750971 
Email: peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk 

Services in November at  9.30am: 

3rd November Holy Communion Revd Graham Spicer 

10th November Morning Service Elders 

17th November Morning Service Tom Meldrum 

24th November Morning Service Margaret Marshall 

 Church Meeting  

Services in December at  9.30am: 

1st December Holy Communion Peter Horrocks 

8th December Morning Service Erica Young 

15th December Morning Service Lilian Fitton 

22nd December No Morning Service  

22nd December  Carols by Candlelight Peter Horrocks 

25th December 10am Christmas Peter Horrocks 

29th December Morning Service Revd Brian Mason 
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